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Abstract of JP1 174483 

PURPOSE:To enable constant accurate 
reading of color identification codes by 
providing a moving mechanism, a sensor, a 
means for detecting that an output from the 
sensor remains constant while a color ink 
ribbon is moved over a predetermined 
distance by the moving mechanism, and a 
means for validating the output of the sensor. 
CONSTITUTION:At the stail of take-up of a 
color ribbon immediately after the returning of 
a printing head, it is detected that an output 
from an identification code reading sensor 6 
remains constant while the ribbon is moved 
over a predetermined distance (stable region) 
(X), and only the sensor output at the time of 
taking up the ribbon after the detection output 
is obtained is validated. Namely, in the first 
take-up region y1, the output level of the 
sensor 6 remains constant over the 
predetermined take-up distance (X), so that 
the subsequent residual take-up region (yl-X) 
is used as a sensor output valid region. On the 
other hand, in the second take-up region y2, 
the output level of the sensor 6 is varied within 
the predetermined take-up distance (X) from 
the start of take-up, so that the output from the 
sensor 6 is invalidated on the ground of a mis- 
detection due to a slack in the ribbon. 
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